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Welcome to our final ECHO for 2021. This edition is dedicated to the 2022 Program and we can’t wait to deliver it to you.

WHAT’S IN THIS EDITION?
P1 COVER PAGE - EU3A PROGRAM Sub– Committee

P2 A Message from our President

P3 Course Coordinator / Leaders Liaison Report

P4 ‘Our Home Report’ - Lorraine McEwan-McKenzie

Program & Enrolments for 2022
P5 PROGRAM AND ENROLMENT DETAILS AND ACCESS

MERRY CHRISTMAS from our PROGRAM TEAM

Your Early Christmas Gift
PROGRAM 2022
Proudly produced by our

Program Sub-Committee
Enrolment Officer—Jim Lavell
Course Coordinator—Judy Adnum
President—Barbara Thomson
Venues Officer—Nerida Tempest
Leaders Liaison—Anne Lawler

It’s waiting for you at the
end of this newsletter
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The year that was….
As we come to the end of a
second year of disruption to
our lives, I for one will be
glad to see the end of 2021
and look forward with optimism to 2022. We have all
missed seeing friends and
family, because of lockdowns or lockouts in various
parts of the country, as well as U3A being cancelled for the
last half of the year. I had a small handful of members who
contacted me to show their displeasure at our decision to
cancel Term 3 and later Term 4, both of which were ultimately justified with rising local COVID-19 case numbers and
a state-wide lockdown. Pleasingly, I also received many messages congratulating us on this decision. We have always,
and will continue to, follow the mandates and recommendations of the NSW government and Chief Health Officer. Our
decisions are made in the best interest of our membership
and demographic.

ZOOMing to the rescue
When classes were cancelled (both last year and this) Annette McEwan suggested that some could transfer to ZOOM.
This is possibly a suggestion she has come to regret as the
“ZOOM Queen” has been flat-chat organising leaders to
ZOOM, convincing others they can do it as well as continuing
to present her stretch class. They have been very successful
and much appreciated by many members. On behalf of our
members, thank you Annette.

2022 Program
The Program Sub-Committee has been working hard over
the last few weeks putting next year’s program together.
Well done, good job gang! This year we have combined the
Echo and Program in one bundle for the “snail mail’ people,
rather than having two mail-outs to those without an email
address. Can I please encourage the “snail mail” people that
if they DO have an email address to include it on your membership form, where you will then be able to see the Echo in
all its colourful glory. Email is the quickest and most efficient
way to communicate with you.

moved on to Plan B. We understand that taking on the

whole role may be daunting for some, so we encourage
you to consider organising just ONE excursion or social
activity, maybe with the help of a friend or two. This
way we can spread the load and get more of our members involved in the provision of enjoyable experiences for
our members. We will of course give any guidance needed
and check payments received. One member has already
offered to organise a lunch cruise on the lake. Free activities
are also welcome! We suggest that any activities be restricted to our region. Please help us to make 2022 the year to
remember for all the right reasons.
Email president.eu3a@gmail for more information.

Our Hall
Our “home” is barely recognisable in comparison to the unloved, dirty, neglected building and grounds we took over in
August 2019. This is thanks to Lorraine McEwan-McKenzie,
the Hall Convenor, who has earned the epithet “Grants
Queen” as she has been successful in every grant application
and she has more ideas in the pipeline. Obviously she was
ably assisted in achieving this make-over by our wonderful
hall volunteers. Thank you all. Great job!

Christmas message
When I typed the heading above I wrote “massage” not message, but thinking about that it’s probably not a bad idea.
We could all do with some love and kindness and the coming
season is the best time to get together with family and
friends and let them know how much you have missed them
and care about them. May the holiday season end the present year on a cheerful note and make way for a fresh and
bright 2022. Have a lovely Christmas everyone. We deserve
it!

Barbara Thomson

Plan B for Our Appeal for an Activities Officer
Nobody has volunteered to be Activities Officer, so we have
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From our Course Coordinator & Leaders Liaison Officer
January ECHO Newsletter.
If you notice lower participant numbers offered for some courses,
this is following COVID protocol around safety. Rest assured, we
are as keen as you to return to ‘normal’ ( whatever that is.) Anne
and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
understanding and patience as rules change throughout the year.

Judy Adnum

Anne Lawler

Course Co-Ordinator

Leaders Liaison Officer

Program 2022 is here!!

Talking about COVID consciousness, I would like to thank those of
you who helped out with the pre and post class cleaning last year.
At this point, this will continue next year so, ideally, a class roster
to do this would be fantastic whether this be a formal arrangement or a less formal one. Please remember, many hands make
light work. All necessary cleaning products will be available.
Putting the Broom through ZOOM

As you can see, the 2022 program is here! We have all of our regular favourites and some new offerings. At time of printing, we
are in discussions for another ‘Lunching around the Lake’ with
Chris Bertram leading the group so keep your eye out in the next
Echo for further details. Our course offerings and members continue to flourish and grow – well done everyone for being continually keen and interested even during the last two ‘interesting’
years.

Eastlakes U3A ZOOM classes will not run as they were initially
established to compensate for not being able to offer face to face
classes. As the classes are resuming in 2022, face to face, virtual
classes is no longer necessary. I want to take this opportunity to
wholeheartedly thank Annette and those ZOOM supporters and
show our appreciation for going above and beyond to keep
Eastlakes U3A business continuing at a time when so many people needed some kind of contact. The time and effort she put into
COVID Consciousness
this and the cheerful nature she exuded at all times does not go
We are aware that COVID may be around for a while and we must unnoticed.
still be diligent with our hygiene protocols in order to stay safe
Have a wonderful, wonderful Christmas and time with your loved
and follow government regulations. Please ensure you can show ones where possible and we will see you all next year!
your double vaccination status at your first class for each course
Judy & Anne - Course Co-ordinator/Leaders’ Liaison.
in which you are enrolled and ensure you check in and out and
Judy: courses.eu3a@gmail.com
follow the rules that apply to your course and venue. Up to date
information on COVID safety requirements will be included in the
Anne: leadersliaison.eu3a@gmail.com

ENROLMENTS FOR 2022
Within the next day or so you will receive a letter by mail or
email, which will provide you with an enrolment form or a link to
the online enrolment form. Your student number is also included
in the letter. There is a link at the end of this newsletter for you to
access the 2022 Program and get an early start on choosing your
courses. If you know your student number (same as last year)
you can even enrol without having to wait for your next email.
There is a second link for you to enrol now.

regulations, your class allocations will not be sent to you until the
week starting 17th January 2022, as allowable class numbers may
change.
Fees for the 2022 year are the same as for 2021. The fees are a
discounted amount of $25 for 2021 members due to the disrupted program this year and $50 for new members. Those members
who want the ECHO and official correspondence posted to them
will pay an additional $10.

Please remember that your enrolment application will not be
The number of courses that you can enrol in are limited to five
processed until your fee has
initially but may be increased during the year depending on the
been received into our Newcastle
class limits imposed on the venues or demand for the individual
Permanent account. Account
details are provided on the last
course.
page of the program , on the
The closing date for applications to be considered in the initial
website and at the end of this
allocation is 12th December 2021. Any applications received after newsletter.
this date will be processed after the first class allocations have
Jim Lavell
been made.
Due to the ever-changing situation regarding government health

Enrolment Officer
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Open Day – Saturday 5th February: We will be holding an

Hello everyone! –

open day to showcase all of our grants projects, and to welcome

Goodbye to 2021

you back to our beautiful home for the 2022 teaching year – SAVE

I am sure you will all join me is saying a
hearty goodbye to 2021 and look forward
with hope for a return to our hall to reinstate your connections with old friends
and great U3A activities!
This year hasn’t been all bad, with the
completion of all of our grants projects
finally achieved – and what a great feeling
that is! I have told you about all of our
projects in our other editions of the Echo, so I
wont repeat them again, but there is another
late-comer that we were delighted to learn
we were successful in – and that was the
Powering Communities Grant. This will allow us to replace all of our old fluro lights in
the hall, with LED panels and significantly
reduce our electricity bill and provide a nicer
light into our beautiful hall when we need it.
This was a grant that we achieved through
the support of our Federal rep, Pat Conroy
MP.
We were also delighted to host a morning tea for Yasmin Catley,
who recommended us for our successful bid for the Community
Building Partnership Program, which built us our new shed.
Thanks Yasmin & Pat! We really appreciate your support .

THE DATE! It will be on SATURDAY 5TH FEBRUARY from 9am
until midday and there will be entertainment, presentations, displays, a sumptuous morning tea and a guided tour of our facility.
Please come and bring your friends! We would love to see you
there. In January we will be sending out more information.

COVID protocols for 2022: I am sure that you are all aware
that, whilst restrictions have been eased significantly, we will still be
dealing with COVID in our communities and for that reason, we
simply cannot let our guard down. In fact, we probably need to be
even more vigilant than ever with the continuing
local COVID cases we are seeing. We have been
doing everything we can to keep up with the everchanging health orders in relation to managing
community venues and we will be required to follow orders from NSW Health in the event that a
COVID case is detected in our premises. Depending on the circumstances, this may mean class
disruptions because we may need to undertake
deep-cleaning of our hall and all contacts to stay
at home for the required time as directed by the
authorities. By the start of our classes in February, things will hopefully be a lot clearer. This is why we are also mandating that all of
our visitors to our facility will be double vaccinated – including our
private hall hirers.
I would like to finish up by once again, acknowledging the unrelenting dedication of our wonderful volunteers who keep our place
maintained and looking beautiful for all of you and wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and a wonderful
festive season with your families and
friends. See you in 2022!
Lorraine McEwan-McKenzie
Vice-President, BSCC Hall Convenor
0458 451 528

Admin Support for Enrolment Time
Do you need help to enrol for 2022?
We will be providing assistance for members at our hall on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays for 2 weeks from
23rd November until 2nd December – and again on Tuesday/Wednesday the 7th and 8th December.

9:30am until 11:30am
Enrolment stations will be set up on our back deck – entry from the carpark – no entry will be permitted from the
front door and full COVID requirements will be in place - masks, sanitising and QR code entry.
(to enrol for 2022 you will also need to be fully vaccinated)
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3 STEP ENROLMENT PROCESS - 2022
Step 1—Choose your courses
Open the link below to view the 2022 Program. Record the NAMES and
NUMBERS of the COURSES in which you would like to enrol.

Click Here to open the Program
https://eastlakes.u3anet.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/
Eastlakes-Program.pdf

Step 2- Enrol
If you know your MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (Same as last year) you can click on
the link below to ENROL NOW in your chosen courses. If not, you will be sent
an email in the next day or so and that will give you your MEMBERSHIP NUMBER and a
link to the Google Enrolment form, which is also below.

https://forms.gle/7zQPttYvnyUAvbCB7

Step 3 - Pay Your Membership Fees
Pay your membership fee via eftpos or visit the local Newcastle Permanent in person.

BSB 650-000
Account Number 964918406
Account Name Eastlakes U3A
DON’T FORGET TO ADD YOUR NAME AND ‘FEES’ IN THE REFERENCE FIELD.
OR Click on the link below for more info on our website.

https://eastlakes.u3anet.org.au/
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